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The Mississippi River Flood of 1912 
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The only district that was not inundated and the only levee reach 
which withstood the 1912 flood without a crevasse was the Upper 
Yazoo. This is the only levee district with completed levees. 

3. Rainfall for January, February and March, 191 2. From The 
National Monthly Weather Bulletin, Weather Bureau (in inches). 
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For the eight stations, the total departure for January was — 7.35 
inches, for February, — 5.66 inches and for March, + 11-69 inches. 



THE EXPEDITION OF THE ROYAL DANISH 
GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY TO ARABIA 

PRELIMINARY REPORT 



BARCLAY RAUNKLER* 
Copenhagen 

On Nov. 12, 191 1, I left Copenhagen for Constantinople, having 
been commissioned by the Royal Danish Geographical Society to 
make a reconnaissance journey in Northeastern Arabia. Through 
letters of introduction supplied by the Exploration Committee of that 
Society I received valuable support from the Turkish Government 
and from the Swedish-Danish representative, Minister v. Anckars- 
vaerd. I left Constantinople on Nov. 28 and crossed Asia Minor by 
the Anatolian and the completed portion of the Bagdad railroads. 
From Ulu-Kishla, which is the last station on the northern slopes of 

* Mr. Raunkiser was known before this journey as a writer on the geography of plants and by his 
expedition to Central Tunis. 
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the Bulghar Dagh, I passed the Cilician Gates in three days, by car- 
riage, went from Tarsus to the Mediterranean post of Mersine by 
rail and from Mersine to Alexandretta on a Russian steamer. 

In Alexandretta the British Consul, Mr. Catoni, gave me useful 
letters of introduction to prominent persons in Haleb and Bagdad, 
and after a short stay, I proceeded to Haleb by carriage. I made 
my stay in the disagreeable winter climate of Haleb very short, and 
having in four days finished my preparations, I proceeded to Bagdad, 
for the most part following the western banks of the Euphrates. In 
the Euphrates Valley I made some investigations on agricultural 
problems such as had occupied me previously in Tunis. I spent 
Christmas Eve between Abu-Kemal and Ana and New Year's Eve 
in Ramadie, one of the last stations before Bagdad. 

During my two weeks' stay in Bagdad I had much difficulty in 
finding an honest, English-speaking, Arab servant, but by help of 
the Swedish and French consuls I succeeded, and on Jan. 16, 1912, 
I started south on a "Lynch" steamer. In Basrah the Vali, his 
Excellence Hasan Risa Pasha, gave me a hearty welcome and sup- 
ported my plans with the strongest interest and almost fatherly care. 

After paying visits to the Russian Consul, Mr. Serge Tukholka, 
and to the American Mission, where I got some information about 
the country, I departed on Jan. 27 in a south-west direction to the 
little town of Zobeir. Here I stopped, as a protege of the Vali, in 
the house of a rich Arab, Abdul Wahhab Mendil, and on the fol- 
lowing day I proceeded with four pack horses on the two days' 
journey to Koweit. With the aid of my letters from the Turkish 
Government I was immediately received by Scheikh Mobarek and 
secured a room in his palace facing the sea. Here I lived for twenty- 
six days, occupied with difficult and patience-trying discussions con- 
cerning my further journey. At first, I was treated with very much 
distrust; but later, Mobarek, especially through the intervention of 
the British political agent, Captain Shakespear, was made to under- 
stand that I was quite neutral in regard to politics. Thereafter, the 
negotiations went on in a more friendly manner and concluded in 
the decision that my journey to Hofuf was to be made via Bereidah 
and Riadh in central Arabia. 

Having been greatly assisted during my stay by Captain Shake- 
spear and after being cured of a severe paroxysm of fever by the 
America medical missionary, Dr. Harrison, I left Koweit on Febru- 
ary 24 with a merchant caravan of about 100 camels, bound for 
Nedjid. At that time the Emir of Hail was making war on the 
tribes in the Hadjara desert, and the direct Bereidah road along the 
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Wadi Rummah being too unsafe, it was decided to go by way of the 
well of Safah to Zilfi. 

I had six camels and three Arabs with me. After nineteen days 
journey through zones of clayey steppe, waste sandstone plateau 
and shifting sands, Zilfi was reached and two days later Bereidah. 
Here a murderous design against me was discovered at the last 
moment and the Emir himself, Fahad Ibn Ma'amr, received me in a 
very unamiable manner, starved me for two days and deprived me 
of my revolver and telescope, by a manoeuvre easily seen through, 
the result of which was due to his power more than to his ability. 
He prevented my journey to Aneizeh and I was accordingly under 
the necessity of following Palgrave's route from Bereidah to Riadh 
via Zilfi and Medjma'a. 

From Ghat, where another attempt on my life was made, the 
track mostly runs over the slightly elevated sandstone plateaus called 
Tuweik. From Bereidah to Riadh I traveled without caravan with 
my six camels and four men, having procured in Bereidah a man 
belonging to the Ima in Riadh. In spite of the fact that it was the 
task of this man to take me in safety to Riadh, the journey was 
nevertheless very adventuresome, for there were perils and among 
them an abundance of desert robbers. After a short stay in Riadh, 
where I was received with kindness and hospitality by the Imam 
Abderrahman Ibn Sa'ud, but, at the same time, held in close custody 
on account of the fanaticism of the people, I went on with a caravan, 
the main part of which was composed of about 150 pearl divers 
bound for Bahrein. These pearl divers were very insolent and 
hostile, and owing to the fact that the caravan did not carry any 
merchandise, they traveled very carelessly. The camp was pitched 
without the slightest caution, often in the most exposed places; no 
watch was kept during the night and it was due only to my own pre- 
cautions that in the third night after Riadh, I was not assassinated by 
three Beni Murra Beduins. 

After ten days' journey, following a track between Palgrave's and 
Pelly's routes, I arrived, on April 8, at Hofuf, where I was received 
with the most hearty welcome by the Turkish authorities. Being 
ill on account of drinking some very bad water on the way, I was 
anxious to reach the coast and I made my stay in Hofuf very short. 
Besides, I was still weak from some stomach troubje that had very 
much weakened me between Bereidah and Riadh. Having enjoyed 
the most grateful hospitality from the commandant, Abbas Hilmi 
Bey, I went on to Adjer, protected by an escort of fifty mounted 
Turkish soldiers. From Adjer I took an Arab sail-boat to Bahrein, 
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whence I departed, after a couple of days' rest in the house of the 
British political agent, Captain D. Lorimer. I returned to Denmark 
via Bombay-Triest and arrived in Copenhagen on Sunday, June 2. 

I carried out my work in accordance with the plan of the Com- 
mittee, which was that, apart from a few questions of Mesopotamian 
agriculture, the journey of geographical exploration should begin at 
Basrah. Regarding the journey from Basrah to Adjer, I, of course, 
gave special attention to drawing a route map, which I constructed 
with the aid of the rates of marching and prismatic compass (or 
dioptric compass) bearings, the use of more complicated instruments 
being impossible owing to the hostility of the population. Even 
with the compass I had difficulties, but nevertheless I succeeded dur- 
ing the whole journey in taking my bearings every fifteen minutes 
with the exception of a couple of days between Medjma'a and Riadh, 
where a severe illness compelled me to take my observations with 
longer intervals. Topographical description ran parallel with the 
map-drawing. I have gathered much information concerning politi- 
cal questions, the caravan trade, periodical wanderings of the nomads, 
etc. 

On the other hand, I have not brought home any botanical col- 
lections, although I was prepared to do so ; the distrust and fanaticism 
of the population were insurmountable obstacles. For the same 
reason it was exceedingly difficult to take photographs, but by using 
different expedients, I was able, nevertheless, to secure a considerable 
number of photographs and drawings from central and eastern 
Arabia. Besides these results (to be published during the winter 
1912-13) come the results of the investigations that were the main 
object of the journey : to carry out a geographical reconnaissance the 
results of which might serve as a base for future expeditions of the 
Royal Danish Geographical Society in Arabia. 



SOME DETAILS OF MR. STEFANSSON'S 
GEOGRAPHICAL WORK 

Late in August, word came from Mr. V. Stefansson and Dr. 
R. M. Anderson, his associate, by way of Point Barrow and Nome, 
that they were returning from their field of ethnological and geo- 
graphical research in northern Alaska, Northern Canada, and the 
southwestern part of the Parry Archipelago. Mr. Stefansson returned 
to New York in September. 



